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AWAKENING 


To dream a troubled dream, and then awaken © 
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To the soft gladness of a summer sky; 
To dream ourselves alone, unloved, forsaken, 


And then to wake ’mid smiles, and love, and joy; 
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To look at evening on the storm’s rude motion, 
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The cloudy tumult of the fretted deep; 
And then at day-burst upon that same ocean, 


Soothed to the stillness of its stillest sleep— 


COOKS 
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OK 


So runs our course—so tells the church her story. 


So to the end shall it be ever told; 
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Brief shame on earth, but after shame the glory 
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That wanes not, dims not, never waxes old. ‘* 


Lord Jesus, come, and end this troubled dreaming. « 
Dark shadows vanish, rosy twilight break! © 
Morn of the true and real, burst forth, calm-beaming. k 
Day of the beautiful, arise, awake! 


—Horatius Bonar. 
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News and Notes 


A meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Lutheran Publishing House wiil 
be held in Blair, Nebraska on raly 18, 
1955 at 9:30 a.m. 


Calgary, Alberta, Canada, 28 new 
members were received into Sharon 
Lutheran Church June 5. 12 of the 
new members were by adult con- 
_firmation. The Rev. Emil Pedersen 
is pastor of the congragation. 


Dalum, Alberta, Canada, Pastor P. 
Rasmussen had a farewell service on 
May 29. He has been pastor of the 
congregation 35 years. Pastor Ras- 
mussen and the congregation are mem- 
ibers of the ‘A.EJLAC. 


Prof. Paul Nyholm, Blair, Nebraska, 
is recovering nicely from an opera- 
tion for gall stone. This operation pre- 
vented him from serving Gethsemane 
Lutheran Church, Racine, Wis. this 
‘summer. His address is therefore Blair, 
Nebraska, 


Mrs. Ethan Mengers, wife of Dr. 
Ethan Mengers, was in a car accident 
a few weeks ago. She broke the pel- 
vic bone, but she is now making good 
recovery. 


The E.L.C. had a Luther League 
convention at |San Francisco, Calif., 
during the week we were at Lynwood, 
Calif. 7086 were registered. 70% ‘were 
teen-agers. 1,461 were from California, 
and 1,290 were from southern Minne- 
sota. 


Aurora, Colo. Mr. and Mrs; OF 
Petersen observed their 50th wedding 
anniversary at an open house from 
2 to 5 pm. last Sunday. 


The couple were ‘married June 1, 
1905, at the Immanuel Lutheran Church 
near Hampton. John Nelson of Omaha 
and Mrs. Ella Peterson of Aurora, 
attendants at the wedding, were pres- 
ent for the 50th anniversary celebra- 
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tion, as were Miss Della Petersen of 
Aurora, Verdon Petersen of Lincoln 
and Arnold Petersen of McCook, chil- 
dren of the couple. 


Others present were Mrs. Verdon 
Petersen, Patricia and Dan of Lincoln 
and Mrs. Arnold Petersen, Jane and 
John of MeCook. 


On June 1, members of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church held a reception in 
honor of the O. T. Petersens. The Rev. 
Emery [Petersen is pastor of the 
church, 


Chicago, Ill. Fifty years of married 
life were climaxed at an unusually fine 
dinner party in Chicago’s Southside 
Swedish Club, on June 22nd. The hon- 
ored couple, who invited some 120 
relatives and friends to be their guests 
on this impoftant occasion, were Mr. 
and ‘Mrs. Jens Mikkelsen, members of 
Golgotha Lutheran Church, Chicago. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mikkelsen have made 
their home in Chicago for many years, 
but at intervals have lived in Iowa 
and for some years made their home 
in ‘Denmark. Mr, Mikkelsen, who is 
retired, was in business in Chicago 
for many years. 


An elaborate program for the eve- 
ning had ‘been planned, with Mr. N. 
O. Bertelsen as Toastmaster, A beauti- 
ful gold forsythia arch was the back- 
ground for the head table, where Mr. 
and Mrs. Mikkelsen sat, together with 
their four children and their families. 
Fred C. M. Hansen, pastor of Golgotha 
Church, paid a fine tribute to the Mik- 
kelsens for their faithful service to 


- their church, Mr. Mikkelsen served on 


the church council, and Mrs. Mikkel- 
sen has been a longtime member of 
the Golgotha Ladies’ Aid. Her will- 
ingness to serve not alone in this 
group, but cooperating with all other 
organizations of the church, has been 
appreciated. Recently, Mrs. Mikkel- 
sen was honored with a National 
WMS. life membership pin. The Mik- 
kelsens received many {beautiful gifts, 
appropriate for the occasion. Pastor 
Stanley Larsen of Exira, Iowa, their 
son-in-law, gave testimony to the fact 
that it was an honor to be part of the 
Mikkelsen family. Many relatives and 
friends who were present ‘bestowed 
honor upon this fine couple, for. what 


ligious News Service, 


sive old as well as new address, 


ng to the Business Department should be sent to the Luthe 


July 11, 


they had meant to them pers 
for their work in the church, a1 
the wonderful hospitality of 

home. Appropriate music for tt 
casion was furnished by a strin 
and solos were rendered by Mr. 
ry Beck and Mrs. Stella Booher 


The Mikkelsens have one son, 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota — 
daughters, Mrs. Anna Andersen 
Mrs. Julia Hansen of Chicago, 
Mrs. Marie Larsen of Exira, Ioy 


The Brotherhood at Lynwood, 


The ‘Church Men of the U.E.L.C. 
their annual meeting at Lym 
Calif. in connection with the a 
convention. We expect a report 

the secretary of this meeting. We 

interested in the brotherhood of 
Lynwood congregation. One of 

members defined a successful bro 
hood in this way: “A successful b 
erhood is a group of men who 

surrendered to (Christ.” This m 
that the men will witness for @ 
and they can thus get next to 
fellowmen. One evening we disct 
brotherhood work with the exect 
committee of the Lynwood church 
got a promise from one of the 

that they would write an article 
The Ansgar Lutheran. So here is 
a note or two. The program at ] 
wood is spiritual and social. They 
ways meet to eat a pot-luck SU 
About 100 men attend. The collec 
every evening is about $100.00. 

we shall be looking for the ar 
from them. 


The North Dakota-Montana Dis 
Luther League convention will be ! 
at Luverne, N. Dakota, July 2¢ 
1955. Let all Leagues send their 
delegation. We hope to see many 
our Luther Leaguers at convent 
Should any one choose to go by t 
they will be met at Valley City ij 
announced. Our theme is “More T 
Conquerors.” Our guest speaker ° 
be Pastor LeRoy Andersen, natic 
Luther League president. Pastor . 
dersen will also tour the district, 


Alfred vy. Andersen, Luther I 
gue President. 
‘Donna Simmonsen, Luther Lea 
Secretary 
(Continued on page 13) 
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THE CALIFORNIA CONVENTION 


‘s was the third time in its 59 years that our synod 
j, to the West Cpast for a convention. The first time 
mat Oakland, Calif., in 1939. The second time was at 
no in 1948. When we first went out there the Pacific 
ict had 2327 baptized members. It was the fifth 
jie synod in size. In 1955 it reports 7845 baptized 
bers. It is now the third in size. Only Iowa and Wis- 
districts are larger. During that time Iowa has 
from 8,947 to 13,997. Which is a growth of about 
| baptized members. Wisconsin has grow from 7,429 
,054 baptized members, a growth of about 3,600. 

s, Pacific District has grown by 5,418 members. 
growth is largely due to the much home mission 
‘ur synod has spent there the last ten years. 

. got a glimpse of the work of the home missions 
*riday, when the whole day was spent on a tour 
weater Los Angeles. We left St. Paul’s at Lynwood, 
is the first home mission church in the area, and 
now is self-supporting carring a budget itself 
ser $50,000 a year. Then we went to Olivet Lutheran 
h, which was relocated in March. It sold its old 
ttiful church for about $90,000 and moved into a 
territory, where it has a beautiful chapel with 

Sunday School facilities. The territory is so new 
;a year ago beans were raised there. This is a ven- 
of faith on the part of Olivet. It sponsored the other 
hes of our synod in the area. Now it is itself work- 
the same kind of territory as the other churches. 
_ we went on to No. Hollywood, where Pastor 
mh Kloth is pastor. They have a new church, which 
3; most inviting. We also saw the Norwalk church, 
now has 1200 baptized members, even though 
mot yet three years old. It has a fine chapel and two 
lay School buildings with a great deal of land for 
.er expansion. The new old people’s home will be 

there. Pastor William Hanson is the busy man 
porwalk. 
tings have changed since we became a home mission 
or in 1926 at Montreal. At that time we did not dare 
:k for funds for hymnbooks. Now the home mission 
ors are given all the necessary equipment and often 
ish worker plus parsonage and chapel. It is no 
*t the right way of working, but things certainly 

changed. 
= got a chance to see a number of other things in 
ity. The West is growing fast. They are proud of 
- growth out there. Everything is bigger and better. 
ow a few words about the convention. We have at- 
ped most of our conventions since 1922. In one way 
= is not much change. They have all been more or 
ralike. During that time we have become much more 
alized. The church council of the synod handles 
rything. The convention simply puts an O.K. on what 
souncil does. The pre-convention report of 109 pages 
mt to all delegates and pastors. But very few items 
discussed. The church council presented some rou- 
‘motions about Lutheran World Action. They were 
ptly passed. The Pension Fund was discussed at 
length. Nothing important was done. The church 


= 


council was finally charged with selecting a committee 
of three men to clarify and interpret the fund during 
the year so that all can understand it. The Fund is O.K. 
but it is not easily understood. 


All other reports were simply received without com- 
ment or action. The Board of Christian Higher Educa- 
tion reported on certain developments with respect to 
Trinity Seminary. The committee was asked to continue 
studying the problem and bring in proper resolutions 
next year, if it sees fit. 

The reason for so little debate is because of the fore- 
mentioned centralization. The delegates and pastors too 
were in a vacation spirit. There were 59 voting pastors 
and 154 voting delegates. The delegates were some 60 
men and some 90 women. The women were almost two 
to one. It has become more and more the custom to 
send women delegates. Pastors’ wives are now general- 
ly delegates as well. 


This is not a remark against the women. But ‘we be- 
lieve it would be well if more men were sent. The 
women have their own convention simultaneously. It is 
almost asking too much of them both to represent their 
congregations as delegates and their women’s missionary 
societies. 

But the fact that the fair sex is so well represented 
makes the convention a fine social event. Pastors’ and 
delegates’ families get together socially. Many of them 
are inter-married, which makes for even closer ties. A 
good many people come every year because they like 
to attend our conventions. This is all to their credit, and 
it is also natural then that the congregations make them 
delegates. 

All this makes for a fine happy family. 

There was a fine spiritual tone all through the con- 
vention. The host church is a praying congregation. This 
was evident in all the conversations we had with the 
members. They were a happy working congregation. 

Before we leave the convention let us say that the 
younger pastors got what thy asked for: They wanted 
a full-time youth office established. It was granted. Now 
we shall await the church council’s calling the director, 
and then we wish him good luck, whoever he might be. 

The trip to California is in itself an event. We 
took the train, and it makes a deep impression to sit 
in the dome of the train circling in and out of the many 
mountain passes or watching the never ending desert. 
From the green cornfields of Iowa through the equally 
green fields of Nebraska we come into Wyoming, Utah 
and Nevada. It gives time for reflection. 

On the way back we travelled part of the way with 
Pastor James C. Peterson of Salt Lake City. When we 
went sight-seeing on Friday in Los Angeles, Pastor Pet- 
erson went fishing in the Pacific Ocean. Did you get 
any, we asked, and then came the story. He got one that 
weighed 190 pounds, and he fought with it for an hour 
and a half. That was the best fish story we heard on 
the way. 

The weather was as usual or rather unusual. We were 
told beforehand that we could only expect .01 inch rain 
during the whole month of June. The funny thing was 
that we did get that .01 inch Sunday morning before we 
left. Yes, the Californians are some most unusual people. 
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Had Jesus a Sense of Humour? 


By Wesley Harris 


I have often thought that were I an artist, I would like 
to paint my picture of Jesus. He would not be the sleek, 
anaemic, doleful figure so often found in religious art. 
No, He would be tanned and manly—and laughing, as I 
think He often must have been, particularly in the ear- 
lier days of His ministry. 


Why is it that we so rarely think of Jesus as possess- 
ing a sense of fun? Why is it that to some people such 
a thought seems to border on the sacrilegious? For my- 
self, I am sure that it is a mistaken reverence that would 
“dehumanize” Jesus in this way, and I am sure, also, 
that it has no basis in the Gospel records. If there were 
times when He sighed there were also times when He 
“rejoiced in spirit.” He knew how to laugh with those 
that laugh as well as to weep with those that weep. 

Swinburne, in one of his poems, cried out protestingly 
that Jesus had taken all the gaiety and light-heartedness 
out of the Graeco-Roman world: 


Thou hast conquered, O pale Galilean; 
The world has grown grey from Thy breath. 


But Swinburne not only had a mistaken idea of the 
historical facts. He had also a conception of Jesus quite 
different from that which we find in the Gospels. 


Jesus, I would suggest, had a perfectly normal and 
natural sense of humour. Think first of the way in which 
His humour was revealed in His teaching. 


Nearly all the world’s greatest teachers have used 
laughter. Socrates often showed the reasonableness of 
his contention by pointing out the incongruities in which 
his critics involved themselves. And so also did Jesus; 
no one more than He has had that sense of the incon- 
gruous which is the very soul of humour. 


Do you think that no one smiled when Jesus drew the 
ridiculous picture of the kind brother offering to pluck 
a splinter out ef his brother’s eye when there was a 
whole plank of timber sticking out of his own? (See 
Matthew 7:5, Moffatt). Or was there no amusement 
when He described the Pharisee’s drinking operations: 
how he carefully and elaborately polished the outside 
of his cup, emphasizing the importance of cleanliness, 
and then forgot to wash out the inside of the cup from 
which he drank? (Matthew 23:26.) 

Then what of Jesus describing the Pharisee setting 
about straining that which he was about to drink? <A 
small piece of muslin is held over the cup and through 
it the drink is poured with great care. Suddenly he sees 
a gnat, which he quickly flicks away, congratulating 
himself on not having swallowed the little creature. And 
then, adds Jesus, he swallows a camel! 


Can you imagine anything more ridiculous or gro- 
tesque than a man swallowing a camel with its long 
hairy neck, its humps, its four legs, with their whole 
outfit of knees and big padded feet? And, to add to the 


incongruity of the situation, Jesus said that the | 
never noticed what he had swallowed! (Matthew 23 


Humour with a purpose | 
Of course, Jesus used humour—humour with a } 
pose! What about the picture of the man who man} 


11:5). Was Jesus’ tongue in His cheek when He said| 
undue concern about hoarding for the future was a i 
of the Gentiles (Matthew 6:32) or did He not know} 
the Jew had an almost proverbial reputation for hq 
ing? Yes, Jesus used the sterner weapon of irony ang 
also used the gentler weapon of humour, as multij/ 
references would testify. 


il 


Then I think, too, that the essential humour o 
Master is reflected in the manner of His disciples. | 
first disciples of Jesus, like those of Francis of As 
seem to have shown a certain joviality and viva 
which was in marked contrast to the frigid demeat 
engendered by Pharisaism (see Matthew 9:14; c. f. 15:} 

I like to think that Jesus and His disciples often kj, 
what it was to have a good laugh together over s 
amusing happening which befell them on the road. A 
all, humour is in its nature both human and humane} 
some of the greatest lovers of men have also been 
greatest humorists. 

There is nothing wrong with good, clean, charit 
humour and I think there is no evidence to support 
thought that Jesus ever regarded it as being below 
dignity to laugh with those that laugh. It may be, 
course, that He has sometimes suffered from His rer 
ers who may have had a mistaken sense of reverencd 


We ought to laugh 

Against the claim that Jesus never laughed we 
set the consideration that such a view tends to “dé 
manize” Him, for surely a sense of humour is esset} 
in any normal human being? It may be that some sail 
folk could never engage in boisterous laughter; ) 


never to smile or laugh at all would surely indicat 
lack somewhere. 


\ 
q 


If, as we read, Jesus sometimes wept in sorrow, t 
I think we can safely assume that He knew the oppe 
emotion. He was never a solemn, other-wordly reel; 
He attended weddings and watched—and, perhaps, joi} 
in—the games of the little children (John 2; Luke 7:; 
There is nothing to indicate that Jesus ever frowned | 
on innocent laughter; on the contrary, He said, “ 
ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countena 
(Matthew 6:16; c.f. Luke 19:40). He dissociated Him 
from the austere religious schools of His time (L 
5:33; Mark 2:18), and His chief concern was not so mi 
to regulate with petty rules the manner of a man’s | 
but rather to purify its motive (Luke 10:20). 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Finds Uranium 
urch Land 

eapolis, Minn.—Reports that 
um deposits have been found on 
wowned by the Evangelical Lu- 
1 Church were confirmed here by 
urch body’s board of trustees. 


fhe same time the board caution- 
at “while it is possible that large 
‘may eventually (be received from 
bburce, it should be borne in mind 
there is no certainty of this.” 


_ statement signed by Elmer E. 
kamson, chairman, and T. G. Over- 
}xecutive secretary of the board, 
red) wpon press reports that “a 
iranium deposit” has been dis- 
fd on 7,000 acres of ELC-owned 
in the Amidon area of southern 
bss and northern Slope counties 
stern North Dakota. 

zeologist of the Manidon Mining 
pany, prospecting on the land, 
f=d that the uranium find was the 
st ever found outside of the Colo- 
plateau. Dr. H. A. Wheeler, chair- 
pot the company, added that the 
tg had been confirmed in a pre- 
lary check lby Atomic Energy Com- 
on engineers. 

wever, the ELC board of trustees 
ed that “it is impossible at this 
to arrive at any conclusion as 
nether or not the deposits are of 
aercial quantity or quality. Ex- 
ve tests will have to be made be- 
that can be determined.” 


the meantime, the Board has 
all necessary steps to see that 
iterests of the Church are properly 
rected,” the statement added. 
2 7,000 acres in North Dakota were 
red by the ELC about 20 years ago 
eading smaller tracts of land in 
western Dakotas and Montana for 
adjoining original holdings of the 
h’s endowment fund in Billings 
sy, the board explained. Some ad- 
nal acreage was also acquired 
.gh purchase of tax-forfeited lands 
the county. 
:a part of the investment of general 
bwment funds the venture has prov- 
be profitable as a grain and live- 
ranch, and for the past four years 
= been leased for gas and oil at a 
?actory rental, the statement said. 
be spring of 1955 the Manidon Min- 
“ompany was given an option and 
to prospect for uranium, thorium 
related metals. 
wphasizing that the returns from 
rinvestment in the past have al- 
been supplementary to contribu- 
from the congregations for the 
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program of the. ELC, theboard of trus- 
tees stated that “there is no doubt but 


that this will continue to be the pol-~ 


icy of the Church.” 

Geologists of the prospecting com- 
pany have indicated that the uranium 
deposit is heaviest in some 1,500 acres 
of the ELC land, and have estimated 
that there are about four million tons 
of ore in that restricted area. 

The chairman of the company pre- 
dicted that if AFC engineers will con- 
firm the company’s opinion it is likely 
that AEC will authorize building an 
ore processing plant by private capital 
costing two to four million dollars. 

“Naturally, we are all much grat- 
ified over what it would mean to the 
future of our Church if this develop- 
ment should prove to be of great value,” 
said the ELC board of trustees, but cau- 
tioned that even if such hopes should 
come true, “it is also possible that no 
little time will elapse before any con- 
siderable return can be expected.” 

God has been good to the ELC, and 
this would be another evidence of His 
benevolence, for which we should con- 
stantly give Him thanks, and resolve 
the more to give expression to our 
gratitude through our personal steward- 


CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 


ship,” the board concluded. 


Son Succeeds Father As 
Head Of Finnish Lutherans 

Ely, Minn—A son was named to 
succeed his father as president of the 
Finnish LutheXan Church of America 
(Suomi Synod). 

The Rev. Raymond Wargelin of Fair- 
port Harbor, O., was elected at the 
synod’s 66th annual convention here, 
His father is Dr. John Wargelin, 73, 
of Hancock, Mich. 

The Rev. Bernhard Hillila of Brook- 
lyn, N.Y., was elected new vice-presi- 
dent. 

The delegates declined to give the 
synod’s consistory authority to move 
the Church’s headquarters from Han- 
cock, Mich.,, to another city. Some dele- 
gates had argued that the geographic 
center of the Finnish Lutheran area, 
once unquestionably in northern Mich- 
igan, now is moving south toward De- 
troit or Chicago, making the headquar- 
ters in Hancock inconvenient. 

But others noted that in the event of 
possible menger with other Lutheran 
Churches in future years the whole 
headquarters situation would change 
again. 

(Continued on page 6) 


North Dakota-Montana District Convention 


By Johan H. Petersen 


Pastors and members of the various 
congregations in North Dakota and 
Montana gathered at Trinity Luther- 
an Church north of Kenmare, North 
Dakota, for the 54th annual conven- 
tion of the district. The theme for the 
convention was, “Forward with Christ.” 

All the pastors of the district attend- 
ed the convention and there was a fine 
representation of delegates and guests. 
Dr, R. E. Morton, president of Dana 
College, Blair, Nebraska, was guest 
speaker for the Women’s Missionary 
Society and for the District. He spoke 
about the importance of Christian High- 
er Education, and also reported in- 
formally on the work and progress of 
the Union Committee. 

There are only seven pastors in the 
district, and each of them had a preach- 
ing assignment conforming with the 
main theme, and some very fine spirit- 
ual messages were presented. 

The district president, Pastor E. W. 
Petrusson, read the annual report and 
took charge of the business meeting. 
No great changes had taken place dur- 
ing the year, but a healthy spirit of 
progress and optimism prevailed. Pas- 


tor A. V. Andersen reported that his 
work in the Andes field had come to 
an end, because the people had moved 
away or joined up with other Lutheran 
churches, but he had hopes of find- 
ing another field that he might serve, 
The Northgate field reported progress 
and was granted continued support. 

The treasurer, Mr. Ezra W. Larsen, 
reported a balance om hand of $1963.83, 
and a budget of $2,025.00 was adopted 
for the coming year as follows: 


Regional Committee ......... $ 225.00 
District School ‘Committee .... 600.00 
Sunday School Committee 150.00 
BiblerCarmip memes cra cme re: 300.00 
Pasvorsa WVinleacem erenn een 125.00 
Lutheran Welfare Societies .... 400.00 
Printing of Conv. Report ..... 125.00 
Contimeencies meena es 100.00 
Bid etm Otel meer ere cic ee $2025.00 


District officers for the coming year 
are: Rev. E. W. Petrusson, Pres.; Rev. 
A. V. Andersen, Vice-Pres.; Rev. J. H. 
Petersen, Sec.; Mr. Ezra W. Larsen, 
Treas.; Mr. Casper Morton, Fifth mem- 
ber. 


lop) 


CHURCH NEWS FROM HERE 
AND THERE (From page 5) 

In his president’s report, Dr. John 
Wargelin called attention to the “dif- 
ficult situation” which exists because 
services in many of the synod’s con- 
gregations must still be conducted in 
both Finnish and English. 

“The younger men entering the min- 
istry have found it difficult at times 
to receive a call because of their in- 
ability to preach in Finnish,” he said. 

“Then, again, there are a few older 
ministers without any charges for the 
reason that they are handicapped in 
using English.” : 

The synod voted to establish a $150,- 
000 home mission extension fund to be 
raised through loans from members 
and by direct gifts. 


Forecast Record $750,000,000 
Church Building This Year 

Washington, D. C.—New church con- 
struction will set an all-time record of 
$750,000,000 this year, the Departments 
of Commerce and Labor predicted. 

The agencies revised upward their 
mid-year estimate of total church build- 
ing activity. They said it will amount 
to 26 per cent more than last year’s 
record of $593,000,000. 

However, construction by non-pub- 
lic schools and colleges, most of which 
are church-affiliated, will drop off by 
five per cent this year, the forecast 
stated. The estimated total will be 
$500,000,000, as against $529,000,000 last 
year. 

Private hospitals, orphanages, old 
people’s homes and other institutions 
are expected to erect $370,000,000 
worth of new buildings this year, 10 
per cent more than last year. 
‘Construction of social anid recreation- 
al buildings by non-profit groups will 
amount to $258,000,000, compared with 
last year’s $225,000,000, the report 
stated. 


Lutherans To Weigh 
Creation Of Male Diaconate 


St. Paul, Minn.—A study of the pos- 
sibility of establishing a male diacon- 
ate in the Augustana Lutheran Church 
was authorized by its 96th annual 
synod here. 

Dr. V. Vernon Serenius, executive 
director of the Immanuel Deaconess 
Institute, Omaha, Neb., told the dele- 
gates that “many young men have a 
passion to serve Christ in and through 
the Church but the opportunities to 
do so are not too many.” 

“The male diaconate is a wonderful 
answer to this problem, opening as it 
does new avenues to youth,” he said. 

Dr. Serenius said he hoped for “the 
emergence of a male diaconate in the 
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not too distant future.” He added that 
“the total Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica ought to do something about it.” 

The Augustana Church is now study- 
ing its deaconess work “in relation 
to present-day needs and conditions.” 
A preliminary report said the denom- 
ination has 86 deaconesses. 

The Synod authorized a study of 
“the whole matter of calls to pastors 
outside the parish ministry.” 

The action was taken in response to 
a petition by the California Conference 
which noted that pastors were serv- 
ing in many positions that “could as 
ably be served by laymen.” 

The petition asked the Church to 
define the scope of employment with- 
in which a pastor may retain his status 
of ordination in the Church. 

A revision in the rules and regula- 
tions governing lay pastors was approv- 
ed. It gives presidents of regional 
Church conferences greater responsi- 
bility and authority for the employment 
of lay preachers. There are now 35 
such preachers, five of them on a full- 
time basis. 

The responsibilities of lay pastors 
are langely confined to preaching and 
teaching, their ministerial acts being 
limited to performing emergency bap- 
tisms and officiating at funerals when 
authorized. 


Swedish-Language Church 
Paper To Suspend Publication 


St. Paul, Minn.—Augustana, oldest 
continuous Swedish-language church 
paper in America, will cease publica- 
tion at the end of 1955, the Augustana 
Lutheran Church decided at its annual 
synod here. 

“The generation which it has so ably 
served is rapidly approaching the end 
of their era” in the Church’s history, 
said a resolution adopted by the Synod. 

It noted that the Church’s member- 
ship “is today American in character 
and language” and that the Lutheran 
Companion, the denomination’s Eng- 
lish weekly has become the accepted 
paper. 

The Swedish paper was founded 100 
years ago. Its circulation is down to 
4,537, the synod was told. Once it had 
a circulation of 31,000. 

The Lutheran Companion, edited by 
Dr. E. E. Ryden, has a circulation of 
76,069. 


Reports 20 Million Lutherans 
Under Shadow Of Totalitarianism 

st. Paul, Minn.—Twenty Million of 
the world’s 70 million Lutherans “live 
under the shadow of totalitarianism of 
one kind or another,” Dr. Carl E. Lund- 
Quist, Geneva, Switzerland, executive 
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| 
secretary of the Lutheran World | 
eration, reported here. | 

He told delegates to the Augus 
Lutheran Church’s annual synod 
“our Church is engaged in a tas. 
great importance in keeping the } 
of Communication open to our fi 
ful pastors and congregations in « 
ern Europe and China.” 

“In many cases,” he added, “the } 


help to these people, although in sf} 
countries we are prevented from { 
ing aid as we would like and a 
needed. This is particularly true 
(Romania, the Baltic countries 
China.” 

Dr. Lund-Quist said that Luthed 
of the world have carried on the r 
extensive relief, construction and in 
church aid program of any Churcl} 
history. 

More than $100,000,000 has been 


War II, he said. 

He reported that the Luth¢ 
Church has given assistance to nj 
than three million refugees, heljk 


America and South Africa. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Moment by Moment. Story-M 
tions by Margaret T. Applegarth, 
per & Brothers, 236 pages, $2.75. 


intensely alive that you cannot }f 
lout keep reading. The author On} 
to grips with life and spiritual pi}. 
lems. We see the struggle in the kil 
dom of God—its ups and its doy}: 
The pastors that sometimes like to i) 
books on illustrations will find 4 
this is the best of all of them, beca 
the essays and the stories are not 
stories to illustrate a point, but ti 
come out of the living reality of pI 
ent day life—J.M.J. 


4 


Prophetic Realism and the Gospel 
John Wick Bowman, The Westming 
Press, 288 pages, $4.75. | 

The present book is for pastors. 
a preface to Biblical theology. Past 
must constantly strive to interpret } 
faith of the Christian church in 
language of contemporary man, " 
present book is an attempt of 7 
type. It discusses the gospel and 
purpose in history and it brings: 
up to the prophetic doctrine of | 
last things. Careful reading of 4 
book will be rewarding for any re 
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hy must I stay? Why can’t I go home now, Doctor?” 
ell, Mr. Colle, I shall endeavor to explain that to you.” 
e two men, one a patient and the other a famous doc- 
ell-known for his successful treatment of mental dis- 
and disturbances, were seated in one of the hospital’s 
cozy rooms intended for just such a conference be- 
n doctor and patient. 

mving his chair closer to Henry Colle, the doctor pro- 
sed to tell his patient about family care for mental pa- 
is almost ready to go back into the world, to pick up the 
rads of life where they had left off because of mental 
ess. This plan of rehabilitation was being used success- 
and he told Henry about the few families who had 
mteered their assistance. The people who furnished such 
lived near the hospital, were warm-hearted and of high 
mrity. Henry Colle listened intently as the doctor further 
him that he had written to Henry’s fiance and that she 
agreed to the plan and was willing to wait for her fu- 
husband’s homecoming a little while longer. 

enry interrupted the doctor and asked if he did not think 
cured. “Yes, my friend, you have gone a long way; all 
you to do now is to try this family care as we call it, 
psain familiarize you with the outside world.” 

s the doctor rose from his chair, he went over to the 
ent, placed his hand on the man’s shoulder and said, 
mary, believe me, it is the wisest thing to do.” 

] right, Doctor, I trust you and will do as you wish.” 
ae next day a middle-aged couple came to the hospital 
peceive their charge, Henry Colle, who liked the kind 
ting people at once. For three months he became their 
se guest, and as they had many interests in common, the 
- went swiftly. Henry appreciated deeply what this 
ple was doing for him and admired them for it. A plan 
beciprocate iby doing likewise for some mentally ill per- 
‘on the road to recovery was born, for he, Henry Colle, 
lid most certainly understand just what went on ina con- 
od mind. 

ranry could come and go as he liked. He walked a great 
|, and while doing so his thoughts were busy contem- 
ing the future, but also recalling the last two years of 
life. He could not tell exactly when his illness had be- 
> it had come like a thief in the night and he knew 
pething had gone wrong. He could not put his finger on 
Mt was hard to explain, for he was bewildered by the 
relcome thoughts, which he could not control—thoughts 
impulses foreign to his nature. When alone he would 
nto a dark closet, hide his face and cry out in anguish, 
itly pained and shocked, fearful of doing something 
rch he knew would be wrong. 

had seemed like he was two persons, the one powerless 
ielp the other. The tragic fact was that he had lost his 
- for people, lost all feeling in his heart, and it had both- 
1 him so much that he also lost his will to eat, keep 
, yes, even his will to live. He had been in a state of 
chy when brought to the mental institution. 

ior days, weeks, months he experienced a dreamlike ex- 
ace; did not want to get up and walk even, just sit, sit, 
lie down. 

penry shudders when he recalls the dreadful dark days 
re when all he could think of was to end it all; how he 
ed to hear voices that told him how to do it, what to 
xin for the purpose. Thank God that everything was 
.ed—iwindows, doors; light switches and doorknobs con- 
‘ed in the walls; all corners rounded; not a thing with 
h one could willfully or unwillingly get harmed. 
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No Stigma Attached 


By Agnes Ringsborg 


As the time passed, these impulses diminished, the voices 
disappeared and he knew now that they were hallucinations 
which had plagued him so sorely. 

During his illness he thought only of one person with a 
little interest, and that was the girl he used to love above 
everything on earth. He wanted to love her especially; 
wanted to feel some affection for everyone, but could not. 

Then one morning not so long ago he had awakened feel- 
ing different. It seemed that on that certain morning he had 
reason to be happy. How he had clung to that wonderful 
feeling; had prayed to God to let him keep that little spark 
of gladness. Henry had told this to the doctor who had said, 
“You are getting well, Henry. The treatments you receive 
are proving successful.” 

The miracle was happening; each day he felt better. As 
Henry looked back, he knew what had helped him most 
was having someone like this wonderful doctor in whom he 
could confide. To him Henry had told his story, of the ridi- 
cule he had received from his large family of brothers and 
sisters because of his love for a girl a few years his senior. 
They had teased him unmercifully, never a letup, day in and 
day out their vicious remarks had finally caused his break- 
down. His doctor explained to him that if he had not met 
with his family’s disapproval, he would in all probability 
never have seen the inside of a mental institution, but that 
there had been a weak point somewhere in his make-up 
that could not weather the relentless nagging. Others might 
have endured the mistreatment he had received from his 
family and never become ill from it, but it had struck his 
Achilles heel. 


What a good feeling to like people again, to talk to them, 
to be anxious to work once more. Best of all, he was te 
have a visitor, the dear girl whom he could now love again 
with all his heart; the one who had stood by him with her 
cheerful letters and her steadfast faith that he would re- 
cover. She was coming to see him, oh, what a happy day 
that would be. 

Henry thought of the future. Would it be wise to return 
to the same place or should he start afresh some place else? 
Would his friends welcome him back? The doctors in their 
many talks with him had told him not to worry, to act 
natural, that most people nowadays were too enlightened to 
believe that once a mental case, always one. And Henry 
Colle wanted to believe that no stigma would be attached 
to him. He knew in his heart and mind that he was cured, 
and he felt that now he was ready to tackle any task, ready 
to go back to the familiar settings and to his dear fiance 
who had staunchly stood by him through his long illness. 


One happy day Henry received his release from the hos- 
pital and bade a fond farewell to the dear couple who had 
helped him find his way back to normal living by letting 
him share their home during these last months of adjust- 
ment. Henry also remembered with love the good doctors 
and attendants as he walked out of the hospital gate, a 
well man, cured of the hellish torments of a sick mind, 
knowing the joy of miraculous healing brought about by 
modern medicine and treatment—a healing which had again 
made him in tune with the world. 


A warm love fills Henry Colle’s heart as he walks toward 
his best girl standing there waiting for him, and as they em- 
brace they whisper words of endearment, hope and trust. 
Tears of joy fill Henry’s eyes, as he humbly thanks God. 
Gone are the dark days. The brighter years ahead are beck- 
oning to them as they hand in hand walk out into the cool 
air of an early day in spring which promises many long, 
lovely, joyful summers. 
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“Bobby Wildgoose” Started Something 


TEN THOUSAND EXPECTED AT SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 


By Wendell Kellogg 


More than thirty million attend Sunday schools in the 
United States and Canada today and many more mil- 
lions in other countries around the world, but it was not 
always so. 

It required newspaper publicity in 1783 in Gloucester, 
England, for Robert Raikes, “proprietor of the only 
printing press in several counties,’ to make the Sunday 
school movement known and accepted. Three years 
earlier he had quietly founded a Sunday school to teach 
reading, writing, and good moral habits. 

The reformation started by Robert Raikes inspired the 
first national Sunday School Convention in New York 
in 1832. Continuing the work to “Teach Christ Now,” 
the 23rd International Sunday School Convention will 
be held in Cleveland, Ohio, July 27-31, marking the 
175th anniversary of the founding of the Sunday school 
movements. Some ten thousand volunteer church work- 
ers of the U. S. and Canada, the men and women who 
teach children the importance of religion in their lives, 
are expected to attend. Also present will be directors of 
church school programs and leaders of weekday activi- 
ties. 

E] 
Movement Fiercely Opposed 

Opposition to Raikes’ Sunday school was fierce for 
many years and even in 1797 the Sunday school was 
attacked in the British press as “subversive of that or- 
der, that industry, that peace and tranquility which con- 
stitutes a happy society and that... it ought to be ex- 
ploded as the vain chimerical institution of a visionary 
projector.” 


As an editor, Robert Raikes’ attention was first drawn 
to the deplorable condition in prisons. From this he ad- 
vanced to the study of the lower classes, from which 
there was a continual procession “ripening for the gal- 
lows.” Ignorance and neglect of childhood prevailed in 
England even in the late eighteenth century. Children 
worked long hours six days a week and were deprived 
of both religious and secular teaching. On Sunday they 
roamed through the countryside upsetting and damag- 
ing farm products and properties, and in the cities they 
ran riot in the streets. Many lived in vicious, foul slums. 
Not one in twenty persons in Britain could read. 


Boys from “Sooty Alley” 


Sometime before 1870 it came into Raikes’ mind ¥% 
attempt a reformation by restraint and instruction in the 
rudiments of morality. He attacked the problem through 
the children whom he saw in the streets of the cathedral 
town “spending their Sundays in sports and drinking, 
with lewd and brutal songs.” 
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In 1780 he began an experiment which he pursu 
without publicity for three years to see whether saly 
tion might be accomplished through the children. Fre 
his own pocket he paid a poor woman a shilling a day! 
teach the boys he gathered in “Sooty Alley.” He and E 
young charges were dubbed “Bobby Wildgoose and ] 
ragged regiment.” . 

On November 3, 1783, Raikes published an editorial; 
his paper and began to exploit his plans in the weell 
issues and in the popular and influential “Gentlema 
Magazine.” He secured the interest of such men as t 


Wesleys and Whitefield, and by 1784 there were fil 


schools were managed by a “board” which had rul| 
prepared by Raikes, to secure personal cleanliness a 
prevent swearing in church. 

In 1785, to assist his program of teaching those w} 
could not read, he prepared and published a book “Re 
inmadesy” (Reading made easy), “to furnish instru 
tion to the children of the poor part of the parish with 
out interfering with any industry of the weekdays.” } 


Wesley’s Idea of Volunteers 


It was John Wesley, in 1786, who promoted the id 
of volunteer teachers, thus insuring the more rar 
growth of Sunday schools. By this time the number 
scholars in Sunday schools in England had risen to 256 
000. The improvement in the morals of the children ai 
in the conditions that encourage and produce vice all 
crime was remarkable. 

Attacks on these schools continued, however, and 
Scottish preacher’s objection was the fear that “thi 
will destroy all family religion.” “It is sacrilegious 
desecrate the Sabbath Day by having these Sund; 
schools,” said another. 

The second great forward step was taken in Wale 
where adults as well as children were taken into tl 
Sunday school and activities centered on the study | 
the Bible. There also public meetings in the interest | 
the Sunday school were held, so that the Sunday schol 
“wore more the aspect of a church than a school.” 

Robert Raikes lived to see the Sunday school esta 
lished in England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, and Ame 
ica, and the 12 boys of his “ragged regiment” become ¢ 
army of 400,000. He was honored by the Queen, wh 
gave his work the stamp of royal favor. 


Hard Struggle in America 


The Sunday school movement had a hard struggle Be 
ting under way in America. In Charleston, S. C., 
1787, a Methodist preacher, George Daughaday, a 
drenched with water, pumped from a public cistern, “fi 
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rime of conducting a Sunday school for the benefit 
e African children of that vicinity.” New England 
no better, for a young girl in Connecticut who in 
gathered a little Sunday school in a church gallery 
forbidden by the church to continue her work on 
ound that she was “desecrating God’s day in God’s 
iB? 

e pastor of the church shouted at her and her 
, “You imps of Satan, doing the devil’s work!” 
this country there are records of a number of Sun- 
schools in the late 17th and early 18th century, but 
je were quite different from the later systematic de- 
ipment stemming from Robert Raikes. A Sunday 
bol on the Raikes plan was organized by Bishop As- 
y in America in 1786. Other similar schools were 
n started. Sunday schools were begun in the interest 
the neglected and uncared for. At first they gave 
ral education such as reading, as well as religious 
ation. Later, with the rise of better public instruc- 
., Sunday schools became more specifically religious 
all classes of people began to attend. 


Promoted Schools for ‘All Classes 


hristian leaders did not want the Sunday schools 
ped as being only for children of the poor and mid- 
classes, as were the English Sunday schools. 

1817 there were 100 Sunday schools in the whole 
try. Local Sunday Schools Societies or Unions were 
ed in Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, and by 
the American Sunday School Union was born. Its 
oses were publication of suitable literature for Sun- 
- schools; selection of Biblical lessons and helps; and 
organization of Sunday schools in needy parts of the 
ntry. 

e Mississippi Valley Enterprise was begun in 1829, 
=n the first permanent agency in the western states 
= established in Cincinnati. In 1830 it was resolved to 
sanize a Sunday school in every destitute place in the 
\a of the Mississippi. With only a few days’ effort, 
000 was subscribed and collected in Philadelphia and 
wy York, and ardent and enterprising missionaries 
re sent into the field. Popular enthusiasm grew quick- 
‘and within two years the “Valley Fund” exceeded 
000, not a large sum today but a princely gift for 1830. 
The first missionary was T. J. Steward, who enlisted 
5 others. Among the Sunday schools organized by 
‘se was one at Winchester, Ill., where a little child, 
ry Paxson, brought her father. This Stephen Paxson, 
5wn as “Stuttering Steve,” soon became the greatest 
the Mississippi Valley missionaries. 


Paxson ‘and His Horse 


dis parish was the Mississippi area, which at that time 
mbered scarcely 3,000,000 persons. Chicago was a 
id hamlet and Illinois a wild prairie. 

Daxson was provided with a horse named “Robert 
ikes,’ which carried Paxson 100,000 miles in 25 years. 
e horse is said never to have passed a child on the 
.d without stopping. When “Robert Raikes” eventu- 
y wore out, Paxson was presented with another horse 
own as “Robert Raikes, Jr.” 
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Paxson organized 1,314 Sunday schools with 83,405 
pupils and teachers, besides encouraging and aiding 1,747 
other Sunday schools. Sunday schools were organized 
in schoolhouses, barns, log cabins, sod houses, and prim- 
itive little churches. 

When Paxson came into a neighborhood where there 
was no Sunday school, he invited the people to hold a 
meeting for the purpose of organization. He addressed 
them, instructed them in the best method of conducting 
a school, and provided them with necessary books and 
papers. 


A Railroad “Chapel Car” 

Sunday schools were also expanded in the West by 
means of the chapel car. When an outdoor Minnesota 
Sunday school faced the winter without a building, the 
superintendent wrote the railroad. The answer came: 
“We shall be very glad to sidetrack the rear passenger 
coach of our Saturday night express on its way to Sioux 
City. You can have your Sunday school in it and our 
Monday morning express will return the car to St. Paul.” 

From this experience developed the chapel car, with 
living quarters and a chapel complete with organ. The 
chapel cars were carried without charge by railroads 
throughout the West. They stopped every day for meet- 
ings in small towns and from their use many new Sun- 
day schools sprang up. 

On the Atlantic seaboard there were many who were 
singing, 

“Far out upon the prairie 
There many children dwell, 
Who never read the Bible 
Nor hear the Sabbath bell.” 

They do not sing it now. There are millions of chil- 
dren now in prairie states who know their Bibles and 
whose hearts give back echoes to the sound of Sabbath 
bells. ; 

The Sunday school movement came to be supported 
by the choicest laymen as well as the ministry. In 1827- 
28 there were, among the vice-presidents of the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union, the governor of New Hamp- 
shire, the governor of Maine, a judge of the United 
States District Court at St. Louis, the governor of Ili- 
nois, and a justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, Bushrod Washington, a nephew of George Wash- 
ington. 

By 1832, a common need arose around such matters 
as the duties of officers, Sunday school organizations and 
management, and the best method of instruction. To 
meet these needs, 200 superintendents and teachers rep- 
resenting 14 states and four territories convened in New 
York City. 

This was the First National Sunday School Conven- 
tion. The delegates came by canal barge, by stagecoach, 
on horseback, by horse and buggy, on foot, and a few 
on the less than 200 miles of railroad in the entire 
United States. 

The twentieth century moved in the direction of 
stronger organization and greater co-operation. The In- 
ternational Sunday School Association was organized in 
1905, with a congressional charter granted in 1907. 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


Convention Votes To Have A Full Time Youth Director | 


Word has just been received from 
Pastor George Robertson that the 
annual convention, meeting at Lyn- 
wood, California, voted favorably to 
call a full time youth director. While 
the information we have received is 
limited, Pastor Robertson writes 
that the call is to be issued by the 
Church Council in consultation with 
the Youth Board. 


While we realize that such an of- 
fice will not solve all of our youth 
problems it certainly should benefit 
the work among our young people. 
Whether the numbers are large or 
not the problems are still present in 
youth work. Our new Youth Direc- 
tor will now be able to spend full 
time in trying to find the answer 
to a more successful youth program 
in our church. 


We believe the convention excer- 
cises real wisdom in choosing _ to 
have a full time youth director. It 
is another step forward. Now it is 
the duty of the parish pastor to use 
this office for the betterment of his 
Luther League. The Youth Director 
will have the opportunity to visit 
with men who are specialists in this 
field and after a period of time will 
become our synod’s expert in deal- 
ing with youth. 


It is easy to see that the parish 
pastor with his many duties can 
never hope to make a_ thorough 
study of this particular field. Let 
us receive this office and use it 
for the benefit of our young people. 


A Letter From Milltown, Wis. 
Dear Editor: 

We thought it would be well to 
send you a report of our Luther 


In one of our larger congregations 
in the midwestern city a fine Chris- 
tian man is prominent in the work 
of that church. He is a successful 
businessman who has always con- 
ducted his work on a high Christian 
plane. Any (Christian observer 
would point to this man as a good 
example of consecration of a lay- 
man’s vocation and spare time to 


Christ. 


League work here at Milltown. 


Attendance at our meetings con- 
tinues to grow. Recent meetings 
have shown a real increase in at- 
tendance with thirty to forty of our 
leaguers present. 


Our meetings are led by leaguers. 


We use YOUTH PROGRAMS for 
our topics and find them very help- 
ful. We have an active High School 
choir which sings at the service 
every other Sunday. We also assist- 
ed the adult choir in putting on the 
Cantata, The Crucifixion by John 
Stainer, In fact, many of the solo- 
ists were from our High School 
choir. 


On Youth Sunday we took part 
in conducting the service. For our 
message we gave a presentation of 
the meaning of our Luther League 
emblem, with the use of a large 
painted figure of the emblem. This 
emblem was painted by some of our 
leaguers. 


Now we are quite busy trying to 
raise our quota for our building 
fund. The girls have started a baby 
sitting service and the boys a car 
washing service. We are also work- 
ing to raise money for the movie 
projector we purchased. 


-Four leaguers represented our 
church at the National Luther Lea- 
gue Convention at Blair and three 
delegates were sent to the District 
Luther League convention in 
Hutchinson, Minn. We expect a 
good representation at the Bible 
Camp this summer. 


Your friends in Christ, 
Myrvin Christopherson, Pres. 


A God-chosen Vocation 


By Kenneth Christopherson 


Yet this man tells many of his 
friends that to God his life has been 
misused. When: he was a young man 
he felt called by God to a different 
vocation but resisted God’s call be- 
cause he felt he couldn’t afford the 
preparation and lower salaries of 
the other vocation. The particular 
vocation to which he felt called was 
the ministry. But the lesson he has 
learned would be true regardless of 
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Homer Larsen, Editor 


| 


Pastor John W. Nielsen new You) 
Editor | 

Pastor John W. Nielsen of Nort} 
field, Minnesota was elected youj 
editor of the Ansgar Lutheran 
the annual convention in Lynwoa 
1953. He is well qualified for t 
job. For two years he taught E 
lish in a public high school. He hi 
done graduate work in English 
erature at the University of Cal 
fornia. He has also had many co} 
tacts with the youth of our syno} 
For two years he served as Des 
of Men at Dana College. 


Pastor Nielsen will begin editi 
the youth pages of the Ansgar L: 
theran the middle of August. As w 
mentioned in a previous editoria 
we hope that the new editor will re 
ceive the cooperation of all in hel 
ing to make the youth pages of ir 
terest to all our leaguers. 


which vocation had been involveé 

For the young person who want! 
to give his life to Christ this mat 
ter of the choice of vocation mus 
be one of the morst serious decision 
of all his life. Next to his decision t 
give his heart to God, perhaps ni 
other decision will be so importan 
in the rest of his life. Most Luthe 
Leaguers can look forward to spend 
ing one fourth of all the remaininy 
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rs in their life at work in some 
ation—more time at a vocation 
fn in any other activity except 
ping. So your choice of vocation 
hy largely determine whether 
ix life will really serve Christ. 


| Shall I Choose My Vocation? 
i irst, the youth who is a Chris- 
is must realize that there are 
me vocations which his consci- 
ree cannot consider. Not that the 
ristian would even consider such 
egal occupations as gambling, 
juggling, or_black-marketeering! 
it not even all occupations permit- 
l by the laws of our nation are 
emitted by God’s law. 
When Colleen Townsend became 
IChristian she gave up a growing 
eer as a movie actress because 
felt that it required her to say 
bd do things not pleasing to God. 
»r, for instance, could a Christian 
ker consider a job in which he would 
lp to lead men into drunkenness 
tth liquor. You must first exclude 
em your considerations any voca- 
mns which you find will require 
to do something which Jesus 
ould not do. 
Mut that leaves hundreds of vo- 
itional possibilities even for the 
aristian. How can I choose one 
om all these possibilities and know 
rat I have made the right choice? 
(The secret which solves this prob- 
lm for the Christian youth is to 
: God choose your vocation. Real- 
that God has an over-all plan 
x His kingdom, and that He wants 
su for a certain work in it. He 
1s a plan for your life and will 
‘Ip you discover it if you will re- 
rember that His standards for the 
.oice of your vocation are eternal 
fandards. 
at rules our worldly riches from 
‘ing your first consideration. Not 
sat there is anything wrong in 
ch money—if we use it rightly. If 
l other things are equal in two 
sssible vocations, the Christian 
ray legitimately choose the better 
1ying one. 
‘But the first way in which the 
hristian will ask God to choose 
ks vocation will be through prayer 


HAD JESUS A SENSE OF HUMOUR? 
(Continued from page 4) 


There is a place for real humour in every life. In our 
ye, as in His, laughter and tears must often mingle; 
ly playfulness and deep seriousness must always 
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and God’s Word. Now that does not 
mean that you should ask God to 
write His choice in the sky, or give 
you a vision, or expect to open 
your Bible at random and there find 
His unmistakable choice. God may 
deal that way with some but not 
with the vast majority. 

But God will help show you His 
choice for your vocation in His 
Bible by impressing in your heart 
that you must choose and do your 
work out of love to Him and your 
fellow men, as a service to the Sav- 
ior. 

Christian youth should also make 
the choice of vocation a frequent 
topic in their prayers, asking God 
to guide them that their choice 
might be His choice. But expect re- 
sults only if you are willing to ac- 
cept God’s choice. Too many really 
pray that God will make His choice 
agree with theirs! 


Use Your God-given Abilities 


The second way in which God 
shows you His choice for your vo- 
cation is through the equipment He 
has given you. God has wisely not 
given us all the same abilities be- 
cause all the jobs in His world are 
not the same. If He has given you 
no sense of rhythm or pitch, it 
would be folly for you to aspire 
to a career in music. 


It is equally obvious that a voca- 
tion of heavy manual labor is not 
for you if your physical gifts are 
very faulty and weak. Don’t despise 
the aids He has given for determin- 
ing your abilities. Good aptitude 
tests are helpful. 

But don’t let this matter of abil- 
ities be your first or absolute rule. 
God may have a special job for 
you which will not use your tal- 
ents as you planned. He may also 
make up the lack of an essential 
talent for some special calling. Re- 
member how Moses complained that 
he lacked speech to lead the exodus 
from Egypt; yet God made him one 
of the greatest men of the Bible. 
Perhaps you think you have no 
gifts. The ability to be friendly or 
a good follower is a great and use- 
ful gift in Christ’s varied kingdom. 
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Seek Advice and Consider Your 
Likes 

God also helps show His choice 
through the advice of others. Es- 
pecially the advice of mature Chris- 
tian friends, parents, and your pas- 
tor should be considered. The vo- 
cational counselor in your school 
or town may be helpful, especially 
if he is a Christian. Others may be 
wrong—even Christians, but con- 
sulting them will still help you make 
up your mind. 

A last important consideration 
should be your own likes and dis- 
likes. Some girls seem to have a 
natural love for nursing, for in- 
stance, or some boys love the soil 
and farming. If you dislike all the 
phases of some work, it is safe 
to say God has not chosen it for 
you—unless He specially shows 
you otherwise. A great missionary 
to Africa had always disliked the 
ministry and missionary work un- 
til God called him and taught him 
to love it! 

If you let God’s Word mold you 
and these other considerations lead 
you. with constant prayer for God’s 
guidance, you may choose your vo- 
cation with confidence that God’s 
choice is building yours. Then if 
you are wrong, He will show you by 
closing life’s doors on wrong choic- 
es till you enter one open. 

One vocation which every Chris- 
tian youth should prayerfully con- 
sider is that of full-time church 
work. The critical needs of God’s 
kingdom in today’s world call for 
many more pastors, parish workers, 
social workers, church-school teach- 
ers and others. Ask God first 
whether He wants you in these. 

All vocations which are not con- 
trary to God’s law are equally pleas- 
ing and valued by Him. In the 
Middle Ages people looked on the 
work of priests or monks as holier 
than other work. But the Christian 
will do even ditchdigging as a “full- 
time service” and to the glory of 
God. Too many want to say, “Take 
my life and let it be,” period. Go 
into your work saying “. . . let it 
be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.” 

—Better Leagues 


things need not be regarded as opposites; in our lives as 


in His they can go together. 


snd. Holiness and happiness, laughter and love—these 


Give me a sense of humour, Lord; 
Give me the grace to see a joke. 

To get some happiness from life, 
And pass it on to other folk. 


—Condensed from “The War Cry” 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


LET US NOT FORGET 


Let us not forget the ancient wisdom 
With which our fathers walked their earthly days; 
The saying of grace above a loaf new-broken, 
The Saklbath rest, the altars we should raise; 
The teaching of our faith to these, our children, 
The earnest study of God’s Holy Word; 
The telling, again and again, the whole sweet story 
By which an apathetic world is stirred. 


Let us not forget the ancient splendors; 
The mountain-top experience that lights 
The darkest valleys that our feet must travel, 
Where God willl be, as well as on the heights. 
Let us not forget the old, old meaning 
Of the sun and moon and stars above the land. 
Considering these—God help us to remember 
That we like they, are held in Thy great hand. 


—Grace Noll Crowell. 


MERRY-GO-ROUND? 


The traveler found himself on the 
back-woods’ road. Seeking to get his 
bearings, he stopped at a roadside cabin. 
“Where does this road go?” he asked. 
The native said, “Well, now, stranger, 
if you foller this here road far enough, 
it will, by and by, be a cowpath, and 
then it will be a squirrel run, and then 
ir will go up a tree, and end in a hol- 
ler place near the top.” 

A black man decided to take for 
once all the riding he wanted, so he 
spent his dollar on the merry-go-round. 
Then he boasted about the experience. 
His friend said, “Yes but you ain’t 
been nowhere.” 


“Futility,” I suppose would be the 
word for the pursuit of the road that, 
after a while, runs out—for the ride 
that gets us nowhere. 


But how many millions of people 
are following such a road—are taking 
such a ride! This need not be. Life 
can be meaningful. There is a good 
way “that shineth more and more un- 
‘) the perfect day.’ There is possible 
a going that serves useful purposes, 
Which by and by arrives at the good 
place. 

It is possible to take such a road that 
many will be glad we came their way. 
There is a road that ends in the City 
of God. Get the directions and take that 
way. 


SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 


The Kingdom of the earth go by 
In purple and in gold: 
They rise, they flourish, and they die, 


And all their tale is told. 

One kingdom only is divine, 
One banner triumphs still: 

Its King—a servant, and its sign 
A gibbet on a hill. Incog. 


MAGNIFICENT REVERSAL 


Our Lord said, “Except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, 
ye shall not enter into the Kingdom.” 
(Matthew 18:3) Commenting on that 
saying F. B. Fagerburg asks: 

“What is there about a child which 
we must ttry to get back to in order 
to be a part of the Kingdom? A child 
is innocent, but that is both an impos- 
sible and undesirable thing for men 
and women. Lovely as innocence is, it 
is not as wonderful as character. Real 
character results from the push and 
pull of inner urges, temptations, and 
decisions. Certainly Jesus did not want 
men either morally or spiritually naive. 

“But there are margins and capaci- 
ties in a child which are all but lost 
as the days creep along the years into 
manhood and womanhood. 

“A child has a capacity for learning 
which an adult easily loses ... As 
we grow older we become indolent and 
satisfied. Basically it is a matter of 
humility. A child is quite aware of his 
ignorance. He has not yet learned the 
words and phrases—or the silences— 
to cover it. But gradually as we come 
to know a few things, we become sat- 
isfied if not vain in our knowledge. 
But if we grown-ups could contrast our 
bit of knowledge with the great uni- 
versal truth, instead of with a child’s 
ignorance, we should grow more hum- 
ble instead of less.” 


July 11, 19554 


“ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH” |) 


By Marie Barton 


The faith of one is thimble-size. . 
She lifts it wp to God each day 

For tiny blessing; and at night 
Carries a thimbleful away. 


Another’s faith is big and fine— 
A loving-cup of burnished gold 
That daily brims with all the joy 
A proffered cup of faith can hold.} 


“Daddy, don’t they ever give show 
ers for the groom?” 
“No, son. There will be storm) 
enough for him after the bride be} 
gins to reign.” 


Joan: ‘“We’re economizing at oui) 
house, and so we have hamburger§ 
for Sunday dinner. It only costs d 
dollar for three of us.” 

Joe: “That’s nothing! Our Sunday 
cinner costs 60 cents for six of us.’ 

Joan: “How do you ever do it?” 

Joe: “We take the bus out to Grand 
mother’s.” 


THE IDEAL AMBASSADOR 


He held the lamp each living day 
So low that none could miss the way 
And yet so high to bring in sight i 
That picture fair of Christ, the Light 
That gazing up, the lamp between, 
The hand that held it was not seen. 


He held the pitcher, stooping low, 

To lips of little one below, 

Then raised it to the weary saint, 

And bade him drink, when sick and 
faint. 

They drank; the pitcher then between 

The hand that held it was not seen, 


He blew the trumpet, soft and clear, 
That trembling sinners need not fear 
And then with louder note and bold, 
To storm the walls of Satan’s hold; 
The trumpet coming thus between, 
The hand that held it was not seen. 
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And when our Captain says, “Well | 
done, 

Thou good and faithful servant, come, 

Lay down the pitcher and the lamp; 

Lay down the trumpet; leave the 
camp!” 

Thy weary hands will then be seen, 

Clasped in his pierced ones; naught 
between. 


—Selected | 
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| WS AND NOTES 

‘ontinued from page 2) 

| INVITATION 

| e Luther League of Luverne Lu- 

eran Church, Luverne, North Da- 
ta extends a cordial invitation to 
ve Luther Leagues of the North Da- 
ta-Montana District to come to Lu- 
rne for their Annual Convention, 
ly 29-31. Your coming should be 
nounced in advance to our Reserva- 

pn and registration chairman; Nels 

Jorgensen, Jr. Luverne, North Da- 

ta. 2 
Kenneth H. Petersen, Pastor 
Myrtle Jorgensen, League Pres. 


Itinerary for Pastor Lloyd Neve, mis- 
ponary to Japan: 
. 11 Tilley, Alta. 
7 15 Westby, Mont. 
a 17 Sidney a.m. and p.m. 
18 Dane Valley, Froid, Mont. 
19 Redvers, Sask. 
20 Swan River, Man. 
21 Bowbells, N.D. 
I 22 Flaxton, N.D. 
24 Sunday, Kenmare, N. Dak., 
Nazareth a.m., Trinity aft- 
ternoon, Zion evening 


25 Luverne, N.D. 


—MEET YOUR FRIENDS— 
Dana College—Trinity Seminary 


HOMECOMING 
October 28-30 


4) More Lutheran Chaplains Needed. 
= the National Lutheran Council 
-hurches fail to fill the chaplain spa- 
2s of 32 in number allotted to them 
Dec. Ist this year, they will be 
falken from the NLC Churches and 
Given to non-Lutheran churches. Pas- 
rs 33 and under may apply. 


‘tolombian Protestants 

“o Mark Centennial 

(Bogota—Plans for observing in 1956 
ne centennial of Protestantism in Co- 
osmbia were announced here by the 
fev. Francisco Ordonez, president of 
e Evangelical Confederation of Co- 
omibia. 

He said that 1956 ‘will mark the 
(00th anniversary of the arrival in 
Colombia of the Rev. Henry B. Pratt, 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 
H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 
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a pioneer Protestant missionary. Mr. 
Pratt lbegan his evangelism work in 
Colombia shortly after the country had 
achieved its independence from Spain. 


Mr. Ordonez said that during the 
centennial year special emphasis will 
be given to evangelistic campaigns, 
“not only from the pulpits, but also by 
personal contacts, and religious litera- 
ture.” 


Lange evangelistic meetings have 
been planned, he said, in Barranquilla, 
Cali and Bogota. The meeting here 
will be designated as the First Protes- 
tant Congress of Colombia. 


“We are inviting outstanding speak- 
ers from ‘Latin America and hope to 
reach multitudes of Colombians with 
the gospel,’ Mr. Ordonez said. “We 
will have the cooperation of youth 
groups, the various denominations, mu- 
sical organizations and a chorus com- 
posed of choirs from many churches.” 


He said one goal for the centennial 
is the distribution of 20,000 copies of 
the New Testament in a special com- 
memorative binding. Already under 
way, he said, is the publication of a 
book on the history of Protestant work 
in Colombia. 


Lutheran Youth Group 
Leave on Summer Caravan 
Springfield, O. (RNS)—The United 
Lutheran Church in America passed 
out $6,100 worth of traveler’s checks 
and $2,100 worth of railroad tickets to 
60 young people who will visit 300 
churches this summer to bolster youth 
work. 


The young folks, ranging in age from 
16 to 24, gathered at Wittenberg Col- 
lege here for a week of briefing on 
their jobs with the fifth Luther League 
of America summer caravan. 

The Rev. Oswald Elbert, eastern sec- 
retary of the Division of Student Ser- 
vice, National Lutheran Council, said 
the group will work in 20 teams, each 
of which will spend about three days 
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at 15 churches. Only churches will be 
visited where pastors have requested a 
team. The caravan will end about 
Aug. 10. 


“Many of these youngsters could 
have had summer employment,” Mr. 
Elbert said. “They chose to give this 
service. “They have paid their trans- 
portation to the campus and will also 
finance their return trips to their 
homes. Visited churches will bear 
some of the expense.” 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Report to the Creater by Jerome Elli- 
son, Harper and Bros., 246 pages, $3.00. 


This is an intriguing book. The de- 
scription of the author, which is found 
on. the flyleaf, is very illustrative. 
“Here is a confession so complete, so 
lucidly evocative of the childhood and 
maturity of today’s generation, as to 
reflect clean and mirror-like the agony 
and the wistfulness and the hope of an 
age. 


Jerome Ellison, who believed, lost, 
fell, rose again, doubted and yet again 
lbelieved—as did we all in these war- 
tortured years—holds nothing hack 
from his Creator. He tagged along 
ibehind the soldiers in World War I, 
but, when the second one came along, 
was of an age that found its place only 
in the massive psyichological warfare 
of OWI. He got himself woven tightly 
in the fabric of our day, its inanities, 
its blasphemies, its refinements and 
its cruelties. But now and again he 
separated himself from its compul- 
sions to look hard and curiously at 
himself and what he and his fellows 
have ‘been up to.” 


It will at once be seen by this quo- 
tation that this book and the author’s 
general approach are different from 
books that we generally read.—J.M.J. 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen. Mer. 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 


Telephones: 


Circle 5-6146-6147 


14 THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN July 11, 1955) 


Chil- ~  Pen-j 

KNOWLEDGMENT Total dren’s School General Home Indian Utah  sion\k 

AC 0 Ss eosived Homes Fund  Fund_ Mission Mission Mission Fung 

Previously acknowledged casa sus snnnnnunmnnnnne 9274.50] 488.27] 2355.31] 671.00] 2801.48]1255.18| 38.41 1814 
Wiestbrookqm Niece Drinit yam therein © bic h leant neem tate annen nan aaa ZGCOROO! eee 50.00] 60.00/ 25.00] 25.00) 50) 


Westbrook, Me., Alma Hansen, Mrs. Marie Jensen and Mr. and Mrs. Ed 

Jensengin memory Of aIVlauricems weet: wi cccdiscaumee snes cnesehan, eetmincee aie eee nee eecr nen 
Westbrook, Me., Margaret Knowles in memory of Maurice Sweet . Ft 
Westbrook, Me., friends in Westbrook in memory of Maurice Sweet........ 
Falmouth, Me., in memory of Mrs. John Lund: Mr. and Mrs. Julius Kloth 

and Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Warming, $4: Mr. and Mrs. E. Widemann $2. 
Staplehurst, Nebr. Oun Saviorise lutheran eCnurchise secs e eee n nie ca 
Harlan, fa., Immanuel Lutheran Sunday School 
Orezon; Wis. St. John's, lutheran ‘Church’ ¥..0).cusssk 
Castro Valley, Calif., Faith Lutheran Church 
Chicago, Ill., Marius Ohlsen in memory of Morits Jensen, Standard, Can.! 
Portland, Ore., Mr. and Mrs. Harold Pedersen in memory of Lawrence: 

FUASMUSS OM Serre ena erat ec ices ere EE eso Care a METRE rare Ee 
Portland, Ore., Bethany Luth. Church in memory of Lawrence Rasmussen’ 
Portlandy Ore. Bethany, *Laltheran: Chirehe seesreea cher tet eee 
Kansas City, Kans., Westwood Lutheran Church ... 
Chicago, Ill., Golgotha Lutheran Church. ................ 
Oregon, Wis., St. John’s Lutheran Sunday School 


Luck, Wis., the Lutheran recite s toealllesgatonses tie tall 8.87 cf 
TOGA Was retest Pee er tr a: fe) CN MM AN. ee Se Seg aaa 11510.58 639.82] 3115.31 721.00) 3339.2511404.94 
South Gen. Fi) 
SPECIAL MISSIONS Total Japan Amer. Santal Sudan Jewish China L.W.A. Foreij 
Received Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Mission Missio 
EMEVIOUS yaa ckno WlCde Comme. Smee te Seem.) kee ee NOS eee 767.06|| 2022.95] 763.10] 595.41] 2878.15] | 48.80/15458.65] : 


Westbrook, Me., friends in memory of Maurice Sweet . 


| 5.00 
Greenville, Mich., St. Paul’s Ladies Aid 


Me iss 


Laurel, Nebr., Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
Aurora, Colo., St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Daily Vacation ee ree 
Biblee School m@okierineg sme ee eee rt ee ene ke ee 34.9:0 


Johnson, Greenwood, Nebr.: Mrs. H. P. M. Hansen, Mr. and 
Mrs. Carl Hansen and Mr. and Mrs. Perey Andrews 


Chicago, Ill, Marius Ohlsen in memory of Morris Sweet, West- |... [ a 
BO. Fe seh E AN Site ance RR cx ee cece ence eR | 25 00] Kesetcvcaw celle BES OOH scx soocsccel Voces. stsc tenant eetnee ete ace una | eae | 
Kenosha, Wis., W.M.S. of St. Mary’s Lutheran Church FOOD lis eccawsoaus, lscateucenaen cil. sactee selec awe, cc elteoch Ik epeeebale iat lie a (ty 
Hilks ‘Eforn, lary ving: “Andrew (Petersen le... wae 610.00) 
Laurel, Nebr., Gethsemane Luth. Sunday School DUAN er cecopeca eee it AR TIN ge 
Owatonna, Minn., Our Savior’s Luth. Sunday School 69.12] 
Clifton, Iil., Lutheran Married Couples’ Club occ... LOO ONT = a1k040) | eeeueennereee ile een Se eee 
Denmark, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Sunday School 40.00! 
Minneapolis, Minn., Immanuel Mission Society 2:0.00'||...... 
Denver, ‘Colo., St. Mark’s Luth. Sunday School 80.00]! 
Chicago, Ill. Mr. and Mrs. Ingvar Landbo in bie Pais 
Ge Wiek Ey JONSON Mme t or tno. eae me tee oo eaten ae a eect 5.00] | 


OrdmeNebra Bethany MiuutheransOhurch asset en ere ee ne I 21.35] 


672.41] 3034.19] 


25.00) 


48.80]15951.33] 50.00 
Please note: In a late issue of the synod papers was a $2 gift for Home Missions by Mary Olsen and E = : ior! 
Church, Oakland, Calif. It should have been Caruthers instead. The gift was in memory of Hobert Jensen of aston ed bf: Onno aa 


Received with thanks 
Blair, Nebraska, June 30, 1955 
H. J. Hansen, Treasurer 


11, 1955 


CROAKING FROGS 


1e story goes that a man who 
near a creek rushed into a 

inent restaurant one day of- 

g to sell to the proprietor a car- 
of frog legs. 


ae 


e restaurant owner informed 
man he couldn’t use anywhere 
that many, but he certainly 
d use fifty dozen. The would- 
‘salesman thanked him, and as- 
d him that the frog legs would 
‘delivered within three days. 


three days the man returned 
only four frog legs. The res- 
rrant owner was set back, and he 
ed, “I thought you said you had 
dozen,” whereupon the reply 
e, “Well, every night as I tried 
0 to sleep, it sounded like there 
Ss a carload, but I found that it 
fs only these two frogs making 
‘the noise. 


len are prone to be like these 
o lonely frogs. 


lot of us spend most of our 
_e telling what we have done and 
rat we are going to do. We're big 
ers and small acters. If you will 
-don the expression, we some- 
ses are aptly described by the 
ig that was popular a few years 
, “Heap Big Smoke, but No 
Remember this one thing, 
}wever, smoke makes a_ good 
keen but it will soon blow away, 
M so big talk can cover up inacti- 
but the talk will soon fade 


[thers of us are like the frogs in 
lat we feel a lot of noise will even- 
jally carry our point. And to hear 
tell it, most of the people are 
imding behind us. 


ere are some preachers who 
Id have everyone believe that a 
jority ofthe preachers agree with 
»m. As most people seek to go 
out their business, they are con- 
ally bothered by the croaking 
kgs, who have to tell how much 
fed they have done; how loyal they 
-; how many men feel just as they 
ll; and what they are going to do. 


"ust remember that in most cases 
+y are just like the frogs; there 
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“ain’t” a carload, there ‘ “ain't” even 
fifty dozen. 


The only thing to do is to take 
care of the pitiful few, and then go 
on about your business.—Ex. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Portrait of Calvin by T. H. L. Park- 
er, Westminster Press, 126 pages, 
$2.00. 


For the Lutheran Christian it is 
well to get a picture of the other 
great reformer, John Calvin. The 
present book is well written and 
easily read. It covers the life and 
the main features of the work of 
this great man. You get a glimpse 
of him as a reformer, as a man of 
letters, as a theologian, as a minis- 
ter of the work of God. The book 
also has a chapter on Calvin as the 
ecumenical churchman. In these 
days when the ecumenical question 
is so pronounced, it is well that we 
should ‘be familiar with the founder 
of the other part of the Protestant 
church. 


There Is a Lad Here by Sedoris N. 
McCartney, Augsburg Publishing 
House, 147 pages, $2.50. 


The best view that I can give of 
this book is to quote from the fore- 
word written by the author: “This 
book is intended for leaders of 
young people in church and school, 
in camp and club. Its purpose is 
to emphasize the latent idealism in 
young people and to point out its 
importance in guidance. 


“Tt is my hope that the boys in 
the following pages will give fresh 
inspiration to those who-are dis- 
couraged with modern youth; that 
they will help to confirm the faith 
of those who are working with “the 
substance of things hoped for” in 
young hearts; that they will help 
the skeptic to see that their idealism 
is “evidence of things not seen” as 
yet in tomorrow’s world. 


“This book is also intended quite 
as much for the pleasure and en- 
couragement of other young people 
who, like these boys, look around 
themselves with wonder and hope, 
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and who realize in their sincerest 
moments that they, too, are eager 
to achieve lives that are useful and 
good.” 


—J.M.J. 


The Church Serves the Changing 
City by Ross W. Sanderson; Harper 
Sou bros. New) VOrken Ney aml 905: 
Cloth, 252 pages, illustrated, $3.50. 
Available at Lutheran Publishing 
House, Blair, Nebraska. 


Amid the vast home mission acti- 
vity of contemporary Protestantism 
one serious indictment is constantly 
being hurled against us, chiefly with 
respect to our city churches—and 
our Lutheran parishes have had not 
infrequently to plead guilty. The 
tone of the charge is familiar: the 
old location of our church becomes 
difficult because “our” people move 
away; folks of different national, 
economic, cultural or racial com- 
plexion move in; so we abandon the 
area and move with “our” people to 
the beckoning green pastures of the 
booming suburban fringe of the 
city. 


Very often there are valid rea- 
sons or extenuating circumstances. 
But the problem persists in all its 
gravity and presents a continuing 
challenge. Ross Sanderson, who 
has been called ‘the dean of church 
researchers,’ deals realistically with 
the problem in this book. There is 
little theorizing or preaching, ex- 
cept for a brief concluding chapter 
entitled “Summary Interpretation.” 
The ‘bulk of the volume sets forth 
case studies of eight churches in de- 
tail—Baptist, Christian, Episcopal, 
Federated, Lutheran, ete. — and 
shorter reviews of 24 others scat- 
tered from Boston to Los Angeles. 
Factual reports of accomplishments 
in areas of administration, financing, 
counseling, welfare work and inter- 
racial programs, et al, provide a 


study that is interesting, convincing 
and challenging. The sont merits 
careful study by mission leaders, 
pastors, laymen and others who are 
concerned with this phase of the 
mission responsibility of the Church. 


—C. C. Madsen. 
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Famous Christian Paintings The 
TWELVE full-color reproductions 


in a variety of Heart 
Three Popular Priced Frames 
Suitable for Office, Classroom, or Home Ss 


Hungry 


By Charles L. Allen 


The parables of Jesus, as Dr. 
len points out here, are “ear 
stories with heavenly meanings 


a Each parable is radiant wit 
the infinite compassion of — 
God who cares deeply abou 
His children, each filled wit 
that beauty which is so evi 
dent in Christ. 


a aa : Just as the parables del 
£ TEACH ME THY WAY CHRIST AT DAWN BOY CHRIST 


eat aaencee $1.95 Style at tae some ee 
m and minister to man 
e A burnished bronze frame with decorative corners. This neat : : 
The $6 95 Series pattern sets off the pictures with a pleasing effect. Over-all size daily needs, so they are pre 
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